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NEED FOR A SAFE SPACE 
Compared to their peers, LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to experience rejection or victimization perpetrated by their 
parents/caregiversi, and family rejection is associated with illegal drug use, depression, suicide, and sexual risk 
behaviorsii.  Youth need a safe place where they can be accepted and supported for being themselves.   

Local data supports the need for a space where youth can feel safe and supported.  SOGI YAC conducted a surveyiii of 
LGBTQ+ youth at the Great Lakes Bay Pride Festival in the summer of 2016, and questions asked about safety concerns, 
counselor preferences, and resource needs.  Analysis of the LGBTQ+ youth age 14 – 18 showed that not all school-age 
youth report feeling safe at home, in school, and in their neighborhood. 
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GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCES/GENDER AND SEXUALITY ALLIANCES 
GSAs - Gay-Straight Alliance or Gender and Sexuality Alliance – often offer this level of safety and support in a school 
setting.  A GSA is a student-run club, typically at a high school or middle school, which provides a safe place for students 
to meet, support each other, talk about issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity and expression, and 
work to end homophobia and transphobia.  Schools with Gay-Straight Alliances (GSAs) have lower levels of at-school 
bullying of LGBTQ+ youth. Students at schools with GSAs report being victimized, fearing for safety, and hearing 
homophobic remarks less often than their peers at schools without GSAsiv.   

What do GSAs do?v  
1. GSAs Provide Support:  Many GSAs function as a support group and provide safety and confidentiality to 

students who are struggling with their identity as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or questioning. 
2. GSAs Build Community: GSAs are also social groups. They provide a sense of community and a space for LGBTQ 

and straight ally youth to build a social network where their identity is respected.  
3. GSAs Take Action to Create Change: In addition to support, some GSAs work on educating themselves and the 

broader school community about sexual orientation and gender identity issues.  

No schools in Saginaw County currently have operational GSAs.  Although schools offer a common environment for 
youth and the infrastructure to support clubs and activities, GSAs do not have to be school-based.  GSAs have been 
successful in community settings such as youth centers or churches.   
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SCHOOL-AGE YOUTH INTEREST IN GSA 
Local school age LGBTQ youth report an interest in GSAs, especially those who feel unsafe or unsupported in their 
communityvi.  Nearly ¾ of the youth who felt less than supported in their neighborhood were in favor of a GSA, 
suggesting that a community-based GSA might be the ideal fit for this community 
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